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The surrounding areas within 2km of the proposed third prison contain a very important range 
of red-listed bird species during the autumn/winter period, and holds Lancashire County 
significant, possibly UK significant numbers of certain declining farmland birds.  
 
I have been visiting the habitats close to the proposed third prison for over 20 years on an 
almost daily basis. As a result I have intimate knowledge of the birdlife that exists in the area. 
 
I have over 40 years of experience of observing birds, having taken part in BTO winter bird 
Atlas surveys which involves monitoring and counting populations, and have been a tour guide 
for a commercial Birdwatching Tour company, guiding clients all over the world for nearly 30 
years.  
 
On a local level I have led walks around the Wymott Ponds area for the Chorley & District 
Natural History Society. 
 
Over the last 2 years i have gathered a vast amount of comprehensive data detailing 
population trends and the species that occur, covering all seasons. 
 
On checking the Environmental Impact Assessment document again no Winter Bird or Breeding 
bird surveys were done due to being scoped out by the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit. 
 
I refer to the EIA submitted by Ramboll ecological consultants and the EIA submitted by CGO 
Ecology Ltd, dated 11th August 2021. 
 
CGO Ecology Ltd methodology is based on a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of the application 
area, conducted by Ramboll in 2020. The PEA was used as the basis for embarking on phase 2 
ecological surveys. 
 
Ramboll Desk Study sought to obtain records of protected species up to 2km from the site. In 
addition the Lancashire Environment Record Network was contacted to provide details of 
designated sites and protected species within 2km of the site. 
 
An extended Phase 1 habitat survey of the site was conducted by Jonathan Molesworth of 
Ramboll on 21 September 2020 and 22 September 2020. Any birds, mammals and other 
vertebrates were seen and recorded where possible during the surveying process. 
 
Advice on Phase 2 surveys was also received from Greater Manchester Ecology Unit acting on 
behalf of Chorley Council. No Breeding Bird Surveys or Wintering Bird Surveys were conducted 
as GMEU scoped out the need for Breeding Bird Surveys or Winter Bird Surveys.  
 
How recent/detailed was the ecological data in relation to the GMEU and Natural England’s 
statements/decisions? 
 
For the sake of transparency, the data should made available for public scrutiny for such a 
large-scale proposed development. 
 
I refer to point 3.8.5 of the EIA submitted by CGO Ecology Ltd.  
Under the heading “Green List/Common species is Lesser Whitethroat. CGO Ecology Ltd stated 
“Given the extent of similar habitats in the wider landscape the species present on site are 
likely to be the same as in the surrounding areas” 
 



 

 

In the extensive C&DNHS recording area Lesser Whitethroat only occurs in a handful of sites 
and is a very scarce localised breeding species. The sweeping generic statement by CGO 
Ecology Ltd demonstrates a complete lack of local knowledge of the status and distribution of 
certain species. 
 
Efforts were made by the Ministry Of Justice/ecological consultants to contact local land owners 
seeking permission to access private land for their purposes. Permission was not forthcoming. 
 
No such effort appears to have been made to contact local wildlife groups. 
 
Surely it would have been sensible to consult Chorley & District Natural History Society and 
other local groups at the start of the surveying process, to establish all historic/recent data of 
the area’s fauna and flora. 
 
Unfortunately, in the case of C&DNHS this did not happen. 
 
A variety of BoCC red, amber and green listed bird species were stated in the EIA document. 
Only 6 red listed species were mentioned. 
 
Part of the red list criteria is severe (at least 50%) decline in UK breeding population over last 
25 years, or longer-term period (the entire period used for assessments since the first BoCC 
review, starting in 1969).  
 
The comprehensive data i have achieved in the last 2 years over hundreds of visits is 
compelling.  
 
Within 2km of the proposed third prison I have recorded 24 red listed species, including 19 red 
listed species in the wintertime.  
 
Over 100 species of birds are recorded annually in the Wymott Ponds area/area within 2km of 
the proposed third prison. One of the most diverse sites for birdlife in the whole of the Chorley 
Natural History Society’s recording area. 
 
Certain fast declining red listed species have occurred during the autumn/winter period in very 
important numbers. 
 
For just one of the areas during the 2020/21 autumn/winter, the large field to west of the 
existing prison complex beyond the railway crossing held Lancashire County/possibly UK 
significant populations of red listed farmland species.  
 
31 October 2020 1 Hen Harrier 
8 November 2020 100 Fieldfares 
5 December 2020 2 Tree Sparrows 
29 December 2020 50 Redwings 
24 January 2021 200 Linnets 
7 February 2021 27 Corn Buntings 
7 February 2021 150 Skylarks 
12 February 2021 40 Yellowhammers 
13 October 2021 3000 Pink-footed Geese(non-red listed species) 
 
Ridley Lane and Pump House Lane a flock of Lesser Redpolls wintered. I have winter records of  
Willow Tit along Ridley Lane and other times of year.  
 
I refer to point 5.6.1 Residual Impacts of the EIA. 
 
This particular section of the assessment confirms the mitigation action for the Barn Owl 
nesting site(building B11 will be destroyed should the proposed third prison be approved).  



 

 

The solution in the EIA was “Move of existing nest box from B11 to B10 carries a minor risk, 
but is likely to be successful, as B10 is already a regular roosting site for the barn owls in 
question”. 
 
B10 building is in very close proximity to Pump House Lane. If planning consent is given for 
the proposed new prison there will be a new access path through the field running right next to 
B10. This will create a pincer movement of human traffic either side of the proposed new nest 
site. The Owls at this location will suffer greatly with disturbance.  
 

 
 
This vulnerable Schedule 1 species will suffer years of disruption between the start and end  
of the construction process. The situation will be compounded by the loss of foraging habitat 
during this phase. There is a high risk the owls will disappear completely or not breed at all.  
 
It is clear the Environmental Impact Assessment is not fit for purpose. Before any planning 
determination can be made it is absolutely vital that a further EIA must be done to take into 
account the year round variety of fauna and flora that exists at this special place. 


